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tion of this stone, being a task which nothing could sur-
mount but the most acute penetration, joined with inde-
fatigable patience, seemed, in reality, reserved for those
who have given proofs of both, in the highest degree, by
reading and understanding the Gazetteer.

This answer satisfied every one but the objector, who,
with an obstinacy not very uncommon, adhered to his own
opinion, though .he could not defend it; and, not being
able to make any reply, attempted to laugh away my argu-
ment, but found the rest of my friends so little disposed
to jest upon this important question, that he was forced to
restrain his mirth, and content himself with a sullen and
contemptuous silence.

Another of my friends, whom I had assembled on this
occasion, having owned the solidity of my answer to the
first objection, offered a second, which, in his opinion,
could not be so easily defeated.

" I have observed," says he, " that the essays in the
Gazetteer, though written on very important subjects, by
the ablest hands which ambition can incite, friendship en-
gage, or money procure, have never, though circulated
through the kingdom with the utmost application, had any
remarkable influence upon the people. I know many per-
sons, of no common capacity, that hold it sufficient to
peruse these papers four times a year; and others, who
receive them regularly, and, without looking upon them,
treasure them under ground for the benefit of posterity.
So that the inscription may, by being inserted there, sink,
once more, into darkness and oblivion, instead of informing
the age, and assisting our present ministry in the regula-
tion of their measures."

Another observed, that nothing was more unreasonable
than my hope, that any remarks or elucidations would be
drawn up by that fraternity, since their own employments
do not allow them any leisure for such attempts. Every
one knows that panegyrick is, in its own nature, no easy task,
and that to defend is much more difficult than to attack;
consider, then, says he, what industry, what assiduity it